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China ranks 
2nd in STEM
education
Position aligns with nation’s drive for 
innovation and high-quality growth
By ZOU SHUO 
zoushuo@chinadaily.com.cn

China ranks second globally in 
STEM education development, 
trailing only the United States, 
according to a new index released 
on Sunday by the Tongji Universi-
ty STEM Education think tank in 
Shanghai.

The Global STEM Education 
Development Index 2025, billed as 
the world’s first comprehensive 
evaluation tool for national and 
regional science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics educa-
tion development, placed the US 
in the top position with 86.50 
points. China followed closely 
with 85.46 points. Switzerland, 
Singapore and Denmark rounded 
out the top five countries.

The index, developed with aca-
demic guidance from the Chinese 
Society of Educational Develop-
ment Strategy and data from 
Elsevier, systematically assessed 
the STEM education development 
levels of 40 major countries and 
regions worldwide. It established 
22 indicators across three dimen-
sions: policy and resources, educa-
tional processes, and outcomes 
and impacts, aiming to provide a 
scientific benchmark for optimiz-
ing national STEM education 
strategies.

A representative from Tongji 
University highlighted the 
increasing global technological 
competition, stating that STEM 
education has become a core pillar 
supporting national innovation 
capacity and high-quality develop-
ment. 

The release of the index is a 
direct response to a guideline 
jointly published in January by the 
Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China and the State 
Council, which called for deepen-
ing international STEM education 
cooperation and creating interna-
tionally influential indexes and 
reports.

Further underscoring interna-
tional recognition of China’s 
STEM practices is the establish-
ment of UNESCO’s first Category 1 
Center outside Europe and North 
America — the International Insti-
tute for STEM Education — in 
Shanghai.

The US’ top ranking was attrib-
uted to its strong institutional and 
resource advantages, particularly 
in education funding as a percent-
age of GDP, its per-student 
expenditure and abundant educa-
tion resources. 

China, despite a relative gap in 
per capita resources, excelled in 
the “educational processes” 
dimension. Its outstanding per-
formance in teachers’ STEM com-
petency scores, results from the 
Programme for International Stu-
dent Assessment, or PISA, compe-
tition achievements and large-
scale STEM graduate output 
helped offset these resource dis-
parities.

Among emerging economies, 
India produced the world’s largest 
number of STEM graduates at 3.34 
million. However, its per-student 
funding amounted to only 17 per-
cent of US levels, leading to a lower 
overall ranking of 30th place.

The report emphasized that 
high proportions of education 
funding in GDP and per-student 
expenditure provide ample hard-
ware support for research and 
teaching, fostering a virtuous cycle 
between basic research and talent 
cultivation. It also validated the 
significant impact of industry-aca-
demia-research collaboration and 
open international cooperation on 
the efficiency of STEM research 
output translation.

In past international assess-
ments, Chinese students have 
demonstrated strong perform-
ance. The 2018 PISA, hosted every 
three years by the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment, found that 15-year-olds in 
Beijing, Shanghai and the provin-
ces of Jiangsu and Zhejiang 
ranked No 1 in all three core sub-
jects — reading, science and math-
ematics — achieving the highest 
Level 4 rating. While China did not 
participate in the 2022 PISA test, it 
has consistently been among the 
top scorers.

Domestically, China is prioritiz-
ing AI education. A recent docu-
ment issued by the Ministry of 
Education outlines a tiered AI edu-
cation system covering all levels of 
primary and secondary education. 
The system will guide students 
from basic cognitive understand-
ing in primary school to deeper 
analysis in middle school and 
applied innovation in high school. 
At the higher education level, the 
development of artificial intelli-
gence education at universities 
has been a priority.

Since 2018, when the first 35 
Chinese universities introduced 
undergraduate AI programs, the 
field has expanded significantly, 
with over 626 institutions nation-
wide now offering AI-related 
degrees.

Shanghai to support content creators
By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghai
zhouwenting@chinadaily.com.cn

Shanghai will encourage internet 
platforms and multichannel net-
works to sign contracts with high-
quality internet content creators 
from overseas and will streamline 
visa processing for them, according 
to a document the city unveiled on 
Tuesday.

The city will also encourage crea-
tors from China and abroad to help 
promote Shanghai’s international 
image, providing support to show-
case Chinese cultural intellectual 
property globally, the document 
said. The policy package, compris-
ing nine measures, aims to bolster 
high-quality internet content crea-
tion and foster a healthy industry 
environment.

The document, jointly released by 
the publicity department of the 
Shanghai municipal Party commit-
tee and the committee’s cyberspace 
administration, said creators with 
significant overseas influence 
would receive support in content 
production resources, distribution 
channels and service guarantees. 

Authorities expect high-quality 
online content to play a key role in 
telling China’s stories and showcas-
ing Shanghai to the world. The 
measures aim to cultivate new cul-
tural productivity and enhance the 
city’s soft power.

“Recognizing the rapid growth of 
the internet content creation indus-
try, Shanghai remains committed to 
supporting relevant enterprises and 
talent, particularly young individu-
als, in realizing their aspirations 
within the city,” the authorities said 
in a statement.

“We hope that through stronger 
policy guidance and support, we’ll 
further the creation of high-quality 
content on the internet, better pro-
moting mainstream values and cul-
tures,” the statement said.

The measures include funding 
incentives, talent strategies, scene 
creation and overseas support, tar-
geting a diverse group of creators 
such as bloggers, signed authors, 
entrepreneurial teams and influ-
encers with multichannel network 
contracts.

The city plans to support the 
establishment of clusters for global-
ly influential internet content in its 
Huangpu and Yangpu districts.

Authorities cited Huangpu’s 
urban-focused scientific and tech-
nological service system, which wel-
comed 480 new private science and 
technology enterprises last year. 
Huangpu is also home to the head-
quarters of social media platform 
Xiaohongshu, or RedNote, attract-
ing creators in finance, technology 
and fashion.

Meanwhile, Yangpu has seen 
growth in the digital economy, with 
more than 8,000 digital economy 
enterprises. Chinese video platform 
Bilibili’s headquarters are located in 
Yangpu, attracting multichannel 
networks and other content plat-
forms.

Shanghai’s plan also includes pro-
viding creators with greater access 
to public resources and creative spa-
ces and facilitating collaborations 
with cultural venues, landmark sce-
nic spots, unique neighborhoods, 
fashion spaces and major exhibi-
tions. The city will support partner-
ships between State-owned 
enterprises, mainstream media and 

content creators.
Content creators expressed opti-

mism about Shanghai’s potential as 
fertile ground for internet content 
production. A team operating a sci-
ence popularization short video 
account with around 2 million fol-
lowers on Bilibili attributed its rapid 
growth to Shanghai’s policy sup-
port, platform resources and 
enriched surrounding ecosystem.

In an interview with Shanghai-
based news portal ThePaper.cn, 
team leader Ren Mimi said being a 
creator in Shanghai is like “sowing 
seeds in luminous soil”, where one 
receives both nourishment and rec-
ognition, affirming the meaningful-
ness of their work.

Tobias Le Compte, a Belgian 
musician known as Tobias or Gao 
Yue who shares daily experiences in 
fluent Shanghai dialect via short 
videos, said he is interested in pro-
moting Shanghai’s image globally 
and sharing authoritative informa-
tion through his posts.

“Actually I made some videos 
about policy promotion previously, 
including visa-free and transit visa 
policies. I did this out of love for 
Shanghai, and I think it’s meaning-
ful,” said Le Compte, 35, a multi-in-
strumentalist and chief operating 
officer of Montreux Jazz Festival 
China.

“I hope internet content creators 
from overseas like us will be provid-
ed with opportunities to walk in his-
torical buildings in Shanghai to 
learn more about their stories and 
make videos for audiences in China 
and globally,” he said. “Also, I hope 
the authorities can use their resour-
ces to forward our posts and videos 
to make our products more visible.”

Dialogue 
key to 
inclusive 
human 
rights
By Qin Feng in Xi’an 
and Liu Boqian 

The 2025 China-Central Asia 
Human Rights Development 
Forum convened on Tuesday in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, as part 
of efforts to deepen regional 
cooperation on human rights.

More than 60 participants, 
including government officials, 
scholars and leaders of human 
rights institutions and social 
organizations from China and 
Central Asian countries, attend-
ed the event. The forum builds 
on momentum from the China-
Central Asia Summit held in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, in mid-
June.

The gathering focused on cul-
tural diversity, Asian values, 
global human rights governance 
and the concept of a community 
with a shared future for humani-
ty.

During the opening ceremony, 
Xie Fuzhan, chairman of the Chi-
na Foundation for Human 
Rights Development, said 
human rights are a hallmark of 
human civilization. He called the 
full realization of human rights a 
shared aspiration and an essen-
tial part of building a closer Chi-
na-Central Asia community.

Emphasizing the value of cul-
tural diversity, Xie said “civiliza-
tions differ by region, not by 
merit”, adding that China and 
Central Asian nations, each with 
rich, ancient traditions, should 
learn from one another and work 
together to advance human 
rights protection.

Sheradil Baktygulov, director 
of the Institute for World Policy 
Study in Kyrgyzstan, told China 
Daily there should not be a one-
size-fits-all model for human 
rights development worldwide. 
He praised China’s achievements 
in eradicating poverty and com-
bating disease, calling the forum 
an invaluable opportunity for 
mutual learning.

Mirzatillo Tillabaev, first depu-
ty director of Uzbekistan’s 
National Human Rights Center, 
said Uzbekistan has completed a 
detailed study of Chinese human 
rights documents and will pub-
lish Uzbek-language translations 
and educational materials in 
August.

Echoing Xie’s view that “devel-
opment is the greatest human 
right”, Tillabaev called for joint 
investment in transport, energy 
and digital infrastructure to 
strengthen regional connectivity 
and for active China-Central 
Asia cooperation in upholding 
United Nations human rights 
principles.

In breakout sessions, delegates 
reviewed national progress in 
governance reform, quality-of-
life improvements and the estab-
lishment of State supervisory 
bodies, with a focus on the rights 
of women and children.

Yuldasheva Govkherjan, a pro-
fessor at the Tashkent State Uni-
versity of Law, shared 
Uzbekistan’s annual summer 
school programs and courses 
offered across 330 vocational 
institutions that are focused on 
human rights, women’s rights 
and children’s rights.

“Without human rights educa-
tion, respect for human rights is 
impossible,” she said.

Delegates from China and 
Central Asia underscored the 
importance of regional dialogue 
in shaping inclusive, culturally 
sensitive human rights frame-
works. Officials from Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan echoed calls 
for digital fairness, civil society 
engagement and stronger coop-
eration under the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

This was the third edition of 
the China-Central Asia Human 
Rights Development Forum, fol-
lowing meetings in Beijing in 
September last year and in Asta-
na in May.

Contact the writers at 
liuboqian@chinadaily.com.cn

German family’s donated photos show 
Japan’s 1930s bombing of Guangzhou
By Zheng Caixiong 
and Li Wenfang in Guangzhou

Newly discovered photographs 
collected by German photojournal-
ist Robert Lebeck in the 1930s, doc-
umenting Japan’s invasion of China, 
will be displayed at Sun Yat-sen Uni-
versity in Guangzhou, capital of 
Guangdong province, at the end of 
August. The photos, recently donat-
ed by Lebeck’s son, Oscar Lebeck, 
offer new evidence of Japan’s bomb-
ing of the southern metropolis and 
the devastation it caused.

The collection, which includes 
images of Japanese military vehi-
cles, displaced children and ravaged 
streets, had been hidden in a base-
ment for 87 years until Oscar Lebeck 
accidentally found them while sort-
ing his father’s belongings after his 
death a decade ago. A pink note on 
the album’s cover, written in Ger-
man, read: “Japan’s bombing of 
Guangzhou”.

Oscar Lebeck believes his father 
collected the photos from another 
source.

“The photographs show civilian 
victims without exception,” said 
Oscar Lebeck, a German artist. 
“Many of the victims were children. 
Their faces, their bodies, frozen in 
moments of suffering, make the 

inhuman dimensions of the war vis-
ible.”

He noted that the photos under-
score the brutality unleashed 
against civilians during Japan’s 
invasion of China, particularly 
recalling events such as the Nanjing 
Massacre.

The exhibition at Sun Yat-sen Uni-
versity will commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of victory in the Chi-
nese People’s War of Resistance 

Against Japanese Aggression and 
the World Anti-Fascist War.

Oscar Lebeck traveled to Guang-
zhou in July at the university’s invi-
tation to formally donate the 
collection of photographs to the Sun 
Yat-sen University museum.

Zhang Wei, director of the Office of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Sun Yat-sen University, described the 
photos as crucial historical remind-
ers and symbols of the desire for 
peace. Wu Chongqing, deputy dean 
of the Faculty of Arts and Humani-
ties, emphasized that the photos 
highlight Chinese people’s resilience 
and sacrifice during a period of sig-
nificant national disparity.

Wu Jiahao, a postdoctoral scholar 
at Sun Yat-sen University, said the 
authenticity of the photos had been 
confirmed with an appraisal certifi-
cate from the German auction 
house Galerie Bassenge, following 
nearly a year of research and cross-
time zone communication.

The university plans to use the 
exhibition as an opportunity to 
delve deeper into the photos’ con-
tents, share the stories they depict 
and encourage reflection on history 
and the importance of peace.

Contact the writers at 
zhengcaixiong@chinadaily.com.cn

Snipers test the performance of their weapons before a competition event of the Sharp Blade-2025 
International Sniper Competition on Tuesday at a training base of the People’s Armed Police Force in 
Urumqi, Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. Over 50 sniper teams from 20-plus countries participated 
in the competition. zou hong / China daily

Visitors cool off by touching ice cubes at the Lion Grove Garden, 
an ancient garden in Suzhou, Jiangsu province, on Tuesday. As 
the city is experiencing high temperatures, the garden provides 
chilly respite to beat the heat. Wang jiankang / FOR CHINA DAILY

Oscar Lebeck holds up his 
father’s photo album with Wu 
Chongqing of Sun Yat-sen Uni-
versity on July 4.
Provided to China Daily

Sharpshooters showcase skills

Frosty fingers


